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NODIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM, US, UR 
SUBJECT: SALT NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . AT SPASO LUNCH TODAY ARBATOV TOLD ME HE WAS STILL 
HOPEFUL A SALT 1 1 AGREEMENT COULD BE CONCLUDED THIS 
YEAR. HE DID NOT AGREE WITH THOSE WHO SAID TALKS WERE 
STALEMATED; THERE WAS DEFINITE DESIRE ON PART OF SOVIETS 
TO REACH AGREEMENT, AND HE HOPED SAME WAS TRUE FOR U.S. 

IN ANY EVENT, HE SAID, IF WE THOUGHT AGREEMENT WAS 
DIFFICULT TO REACH THIS YEAR, HE COULD SAY WITH ASSURANCE 
IT WOULD BE MUCH MORE DIFFICULT NEXT YEAR. 

2. WHEN I NOTED SHORT TIME REMAINING BEFORE CONVENTIONS 
OF US POLITICAL PARTIES, ARBATOV SAID HE DID NOT FEEL 
TIME SCHEDULE SHOULD PRESENT INSUPERABLE PROBLEMS. 

MAIN ISSUES WERE ALREADY WELL-DEFINED AND COULD BE 
SETTLED QUICKLY THROUGH CHANNELS "EVEN MORE CONFIDENTIAL 
THAN THOSE BEING USED AT PRESENT". ARBATOV FELT AGREEMENT 
COULD BE WORKED OUT BEFORE CONVENTION AND COULD 

BE ANNOUNCED DURING PERIOD AFTER CONVENTIONS AND 
BEFORE U.S. ELECTIONS. 

3. ARBATOV THEN LAUNCHED INTO HIGHLY CRITICAL 
DISCUSSION OF CRUISE MISSILE PROBLEM, SAYING HE 
COULD NOT UNDERSTAND STRATEGIC RATIONALE FOR SUCH 

A WEAPON. MOREOVER, ALTHOUGH US EXPERTS MAY CONSIDER 
IT A CHEAP WEAPON, IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT SOVIETS 
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WILL LEAD TO DEMANDS FOR COSTLY ANTI-AIRCRAFT DEFENSE, 

ETC. 

4. COMMENT: ARBATOV IS A VOCAL AND LONG-STANDING 
CRITIC OF CRUISE MISSILES. HIS VIEWS ARE NOT 
ENCOURAGING IN TERMS OF FINDING A COMPROMISE SOLUTION 
OF THE CRUISE MISSILE PROBLEM. 
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